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Seven against Thebes is the third play in an Oedipus-themed trilogy produced
by Aeschylus in 467 BC. The trilogy is sometimes referred to as the 
Oedipodea. It concerns the battle between an Argive army led by Polynices 
and the army of Thebes led by Eteocles and his supporters. The trilogy won 
the first prize at the City Dionysia. The trilogy's first two plays, Laius and 
Oedipus, as well as the satyr play Sphinx, are no longer extant. When 
Oedipus, King of Thebes, realized he had married his own mother and had 
two sons and two daughters with her, he blinded himself and cursed his sons 
to divide their inheritance (the kingdom) by the sword. The two sons, Eteocles
and Polynices, in order to avoid bloodshed, agreed to rule Thebes in alternate
years. After the first year, Eteocles refused to step down, leading Polynices to
raise an army of Argives (captained by the eponymous Seven) to take 
Thebes by force....The bulk of the play consists of rich dialogues between the 
citizens of Thebes and their king Eteocles regarding the threat of the hostile 
army before their gates. - Summary by Wikipedia 

Read by Expatriate.  Total running time: 1:01:52

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, 
or modified without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit 
librivox.org.
Cover picture The unlucky Seven (? date). Copyright expired in U.S., 
Canada, EU. and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design 
by Annise. This design is in the public domain. 
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